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In a given 12-month span, Peters 
estimates that car will put on about 
30,000 miles as he travels across 
Florida.

Peters is all alone in the cabin 
of the mid-sized sedan he uses for 
work. Because he’s on the road 
so much, he’s often relegated 
to visiting the fast-food restau-
rants, of which he’s becoming a 
connoisseur.

“Those new flatbread chicken 
things, those are really good,” he 
said. “Thank goodness for those.”

He often thinks about his family, 

but the mind can’t help but wander 
at times. Peters has seen probably 
enough treads that would fill a 
tire store many times over and too 
many disabled cars to count.

But Peters can’t afford to be one 
of those cars because it’s his job to 
scour the state in search of the next 
major league baseball players.

“Hopefully the thing runs for 
200,000 miles like they say it does,” 
he said with a cautious laugh.

“It’s something you definitely 
think about.”
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A
bout once every minute, bAsebAll scout thomAs Peters

cAn see the odometer on his 2013 hondA go uP by one. in An 
Almost mAniAcAl wAy, the steAdy Ascension is  less of A wAy to 
meAsure distAnce And more of A wAy to trAck time.

Like miles
on an odometer,
these are the roads
of a scout’s life

Like miles
WHEREVER�IT�TAKES�HIM

Rays rally in 
11th to win
HOUSTON — Manager 

Joe Maddon believes 
Yunel Escobar is 
“definitely an All-Star 
caliber player, and 
absolutely a Gold Glove 
caliber-player.”

You won’t hear any 
arguments from the 
Houston Astros, who 
watched Escobar make 
several dazzling defensive 
plays in the series, and 
then beat them with both 
his glove and bat in the 
Rays’ 7-5, 11-inning win 

�� BASEBALL:�Tampa�Bay�7,�Houston�5

WHITE SOX 
AT RAYS
WHO: Chicago (34-48) at 
Tampa Bay (46-40)
WHEN: Today, 7:10 p.m. 
WHERE: Tropicana Field,
St. Petersburg
PITCHERS: Dylan Axelrod (3-4, 
4.57) vs. Jeremy Hellickson 
(7-3, 4.90)
TV: Sun Sports
RADIO: 620 AM, 770 AM, 1220 
AM, 1480 AM, 1530 AM, 1580 
AM
TICKETS: Ticketmaster.com or 
1-888-FAN-RAYS
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Fernando Rodney celebrates after saving the Rays’ victory.

By�JOE�SMITH
Tampa Bay Times

�� TENNIS:�Wimbledon

Bryans strike a blow 
for doubles and U.S.

LONDON — All this 
talk about no Americans 
left at Wimbledon strikes 
Mike and Bob Bryan as 
sort of odd.

After their semifinal 
victory — on the Fourth 
of July, no less — these 
35-year-old identical 
twins from California 
are one win away from 
becoming the first team 
in the history of Open-
era tennis to hold all four 
major titles at the same 
time.

“The Bryan Slam,” 
they’ll call it, but don’t 
look for that news to 
knock baseball, hot-
dog-eating contests or 

Andy Murray out of the 
headlines in either the 
United States or Britain.

The Bryan broth-
ers play doubles, and 
despite their history 
making success, they 
live in a world where 
their games aren’t fully 
appreciated and fame is 
hard to come by.

“The hardcore tennis 
fan loves doubles, but 
the casual sports fan 
doesn’t know enough 
about it,” Mike Bryan 
said. “They love stars. 
Doubles players aren’t 
stars.”

If their list of accom-
plishments belonged to 
a singles player, they’d be 
considered among the 

best of all time.
• Their 14 Grand Slam 

tournament titles would 
tie them for second with 
Pete Sampras.

• Their 310 weeks 
at No. 1 would be 
eight more than Roger 
Federer’s record.

• Their 90 tournament 
titles would rank third 
behind Jimmy Connors 
and Ivan Lendl.

Instead, they must 
“settle” for holding the 
record for doubles in all 
those categories. They’ve 
raked in more than $20 
million in prize money 
over their 15 years as 
pros and have gone 21-3 
in Davis Cup matches 

By�EDDIE�PELLS
AssociAted Press

WOMEN’S FINAL
WHO: Marion Bartoli of France 
vs. Sabine Lisicki of Germany
WHEN: Saturday, 9 a.m.
WHERE: All England Club, 
London
TV: ESPN (replay on ABC, 3 p.m.)
ONLINE: wimbledon.com

THREE REASONS TO WATCH

1 The 15th-seeded Bartoli and 
23rd-seeded Lisicki are going 

for their first Grand Slam title.

2 Saturday’s final will be the 
second at Wimbledon in the 

45-year Open era between two 
women who have never won a 
Grand Slam title.

3��Lisicki has a 3-1 record 
against Bartoli, including a 

quarterfinal win at Wimbledon 
in 2011 in their last meeting.

Coverage, Page 2
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Sabine Lisicki plays a return to Agnieszka 
Radwanska of Poland in her 6-4, 2-6, 9-7 win.
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Marion Bartoli serves to Kirsten Flipkens of 
Belgium in her 6-1, 6-2 semifinal victory.

MEN’S SEMIFINALS
WHO: No. 1 Novak Djokovic of 
Serbia vs. No. 8 Juan Martin del 
Potro of Argentina; No. 2 Andy 
Murray of England vs. No. 24 Jerzy 
Janowicz of Poland.
WHEN: Today, 9 a.m.
TV: ESPN
ONLINE: wimbledon.com

THREE REASONS TO WATCH

1 Murray, trying to reach the 
final in the fourth consecutive 

Grand Slam he’s played, carries the 
hopes of a nation. No British man 
has won the country’s Grand Slam 
event since Fred Perry in 1936.

2�Don’t overlook Janowicz. He 
beat Murray last year in Paris 

and made a run to the French Open 
final that catapulted him more 
than 200 spots in the rankings into 
the top 25.

3 Djokovic is 8-3 against del 
Potro, but del Potro won their 

last meeting at All England Club,  
last year’s Olympic bronze-medal 
match, 7-5, 6-4. He also beat 
Djokovic at Indian Wells this year.

Coverage, Page 2
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New 
life for 
the old 
West

ARCADIA — The five 
cowboys on horseback 
could have come out of a 
Western movie, sharing 
smiles and friendly slaps 
on the shoulder. They 
could have been survey-
ing some back forty in the 
death of the day.

Another even withdrew 
a red pack of cigarettes 
and lit one with a green 
plastic lighter — a 
real-life Marlboro man. 
The horses that didn’t 
look bored, paced back 
and forth with delicate 
footsteps.

The illusion was 
tempered by the air 
conditioning within 
Turner Center during the 
third annual Tidewell 
Hospice Workin’ Cow 
Horse Ranch Rodeo. 
It was further dashed 
when one of the cowboys 
watched a YouTube clip 
on a smartphone.

But to old-timers such 
as Floyd Purvis or Pete 
Carlton, there is no place 
they would rather be, 
even on the Fourth of July. 

�� RODEO:�Throwbacks
� on�horseback
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